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Keith Haring

(he/him)
Keith Haring was born in the 
USA in 1958. He had always 
loved drawing.

Keith learnt cartooning skills 
from his dad.
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From Pittsburgh 

to New York

Keith’s first solo show was in 
1978 at the Pittsburgh Arts and 
Crafts Center. 

Keith moved to New York quite 
soon after that.
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New friends
In New York, Keith quickly made 
friends with other artists.

Keith was gay and so were some 
of his friends. Two of his famous 
friends were Jean-Michel 
Basquiat and Andy Warhol. 
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Hip hop and graffiti
Keith often worked listening to 
hip hop and he took his 
inspiration from the world 
around him.

Keith’s first works were on 
unused advertising panels in 
subway stations. He made 
hundreds of them – sometimes 
40 a day! 
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“All kinds of people would stop and look at the huge drawing 
and many were eager to comment on their feelings toward 
it. This was the first time I realized how many people could 

enjoy art if they were given the chance.”

Keith Haring



8

Colourful and political

Keith is best known for his 
colourful, simple art. 

A lot of his art was political too.
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Art for all
Keith became successful 
around the world and especially 
enjoyed big projects in public 
spaces. 

He even created a mural on the 
Berlin Wall, which was a very 
big wall in the German city of 
Berlin.
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Keith’s illness
In 1988 Keith was diagnosed 
with an illness called AIDS. At 
the time there was no treatment 
for it, but now there is. Keith 
Haring died in 1990.

Keith’s work is still very 
popular.


