WHO’s GAY?
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           Isaac





         Karmel
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      Lee 





      Tegs
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        Jordan 





     Ryan
He likes dancing

He is sensitive

She dresses ‘like a boy’ 

He is clever
She seems jealous

She is hiding something


She is sporty
He is protective and gentle towards his friend
He bullies people because they might be gay

What about the characters you don’t think are gay? How do you know?

Discussion / Extension Questions

Lee
l Why do people think Lee is a lesbian?

l Is Lee a stereotypical girl? What kind of “girl” do we see her as?

l Do you think Lee minds not fitting in? What makes her so proud of who she is?

l How does Lee feel when she finds out her best friend is keeping a secret from her?

l How important is family to Lee? How do we show people we love them?

l What would you do if you found out your best friend was gay?

l Why does Lee think Karmel will fancy her? Can Karmel be trusted to just be her friend?

l Why do you think many people would be upset by the word ‘tranny’?

l How do you think a school could help to support a pupil who is transgender?

l How do we react when boys don’t “act” like boys or girls don’t “behave” like girls?
Karmel
l Why do you think Karmel hasn’t told her friends and family she’s a lesbian?

l Why does Karmel get upset about people saying “that’s so gay”?

l Does language hurt? Is “gay” just a word?

l What do you think of Karmel’s parents? How do you think her dad’s attitude

towards gay people affects Karmel and her relationship with them?

l Were you surprised to find out that Karmel is a lesbian? Why? Why do we

assume that lesbians look a certain way? Does the media stereotype lesbians?

l Why do you think Karmel went on a date with Tyler? Do you think maybe she is bisexual?

l Do we feel under pressure to have a boyfriend or a girlfriend? Why do you think people often find it hard to tell their friends and family that they’re gay? Could we tell people in this school? Is it OK to say “that’s so gay” here?

l Why do gay people feel a need to “come out”? Why don’t heterosexual people “come out”? Do we always assume people are straight?
Tegs

l Why do you think Tegs is so shy?

l What different forms of bullying is Tegs experiencing?

l Why do you think he’s being bullied?

l How can Tegs challenge bullying? What options are available to him? Why does he decide not to use a knife?

l What should be done to stop the bullying?

l Do we think bullying happens at our school?

l What is our school doing to tackle bullying?

l Is it OK for boys to be professional dancers? And for girls to play football?

l How should boys act? How should girls act?
Tegs’ Diary

Continue the entry for one of these extracts from Tegs’ diary.

Day 1 – I don’t want to go into college today…
Day 2 – I think Jordan likes me…
Day 3 – Maybe I should take a knife…

Jordan

l Do you think Jordan should keep quiet about being gay? Do you think his sexual orientation will affect his career?

l What do you think about his parents’ reaction when he tells them he’s gay?

Why does Jordan cry when he comes out to his parents?

l How do you think his brother Linus is feeling? How might their relationship change after he has come out?

l How is Jordan’s family different or similar to yours? Do we all come from different families?

l Why do you think so few high-profile sportspeople are openly gay?

l Can athletes or entertainers be gay?

l Is it OK for premiership footballers to be openly gay? Would we feel differently about them if they were?

l How would you feel if your best friend told you they loved you?
Ryan
l What do you think of Ryan’s friendship with Charlie and Isaac? Do you think he can trust them?
l Why do you think Ryan is bullying Tegs? Is he trying to deny his feelings? Does he want to be physically closer to Tegs?
l Can Ryan and Isaac be friends again?
l Should Ryan tell someone that Isaac beat him up? Why hasn’t he?
l Do you think Ryan’s sister know that he is gay? Why doesn’t Ryan talk to her about it? Who can he talk to?

Agony Aunt (or Uncle!)

You are going to imagine you are the advice columnist for a newspaper. Read the letters that have been sent in, and then write your response to either one or the other.


Dear Alex,

I think I might be gay. I can’t stop thinking about a boy in my class at college, and I take it out on him by bullying him. I vandalize his stuff, beat him up, and once I even put a brick through his window. My mates would kill me if they knew my secret. Please help. I’m so ashamed.
Ryan, 17


Dear Alex,

I’ve just found out my best mate is gay. It makes me sick. I hated that he lied to me, and I beat him up badly. I don’t approve but I don’t want to lose him as a mate. What should I do? 

Isaac, 17
Isaac
l Why do you think Isaac holds such negative attitudes towards gay people? Do you think he really means it? How would this make Ryan feel?

l Why does Isaac get so angry when he finds out Ryan is gay? Has Ryan let him down by lying to him?

l Why does Isaac talk about AIDS and child abuse when discussing homosexuality? Why do we hold certain stereotypes about gay people?

l What do you think about Isaac’s home life? Why do you think he fights with his dad so much? Do you think this affects his behaviour with his friends?

l Does homophobia still exist in society today? What does it look like?

l How has the law changed in recent years to ensure equality for gay people?

l How does gay equality in the United Kingdom compare with other countries of the world?

l Can we be different and still get along?
Ten Rules for Our School

Come up with a list of ten rules to show that our school is going to tackle homophobic bullying.
What are the consequences? How will you promote a positive environment? How will you make sure everyone follows these rules?
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3.
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